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MUMH 4760 
Chamber Music Literature 

 
Instructor: Dr. Benjamin Brand (benjamin.brand@unt.edu) 
Class Meetings: MWF, 10:00-10:50am, Zoom 
Office Hours: Tu/Th, 10:00-11:00am or by appointment, Zoom 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course explores chamber music from its inception in the seventeenth century to the present day 
with an emphasis on significant works that belong to the standard repertoire. It also questions 
traditional narratives associated with the history of chamber music and explores voices often excluded 
from those narratives. Finally, it considers how emerging and established ensembles are keeping the 
tradition of chamber music alive today. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Students who complete this course successfully will be able to: 
 

1. Situate individual works of chamber music within the broader development of the artform(s) 
from the late seventeenth century to the present day. 

2. Discuss the role of gender and race in the creation and reception of chamber music. 
3. Conduct research on chamber music based on primary, secondary, and tertiary sources. 
4. Write about chamber music in a manner intended for the general public. 
5. Engage in the peer-review process by reviewing and critiquing the writing of fellow students. 

 
PREREQUISITES 
MUMH 3500 and 3510 
 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 
Mark A. Radice. Chamber Music: An Essential History (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012) 
 
IDENTITY 
Everyone in class should be addressed in a way that makes them feel comfortable and accepted. To 
this end, please share with us the name by which you prefer to be called, the correct pronunciation of 
it, and (if you like) your preferred pronouns. We will do our best to use these to foster an inclusive 
classroom. 
 
UNT POLICY STATEMENT ON DIVERSITY 
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and 
academic excellence. Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and 
exposure of biases, help educate people in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and 
prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society. As such, UNT is committed to maintaining an 
open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty from all groups to 

mailto:benjamin.brand@unt.edu
https://unt.zoom.us/j/85622063075?pwd=dEU0OHNROHNLMFFqVE96UEdyVUdMdz09
https://unt.zoom.us/j/81973422783
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support their success. UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or 
veteran status in its application and admission process, educational programs and activities, 
employment policies and use of university facilities. 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18.pdf 
 
GRADING BREAKDOWN/SCHEME 

 Points Due Date   

Attendance 100     Points 

Weekly Quizzes 700 Mondays, 10:00am A 900-1000 

Wikipedia Assignment (Total) 300  B 800-899 

Getting Started on Wikipedia 15 Friday, January 15, 10:00am C 700-799 

Evaluate Wikipedia 20 Friday, January 22, 10:00am D 600-699 

Choose Possible Topic 15 Friday, January 29, 10:00am F 0-599 

Finding Sources 25 Friday, February 5, 10:00am   

Finalize Your Topic 15 Friday, February 12, 10:00am   

Annotated Bibliography 40 Friday, February 19, 10:00am   

Start Drafting Your Contribution 30 Friday, March 5, 10:00am   

Peer Review 35 Friday, March 12, 10:00am   

Respond to Peer Review 20 Friday, March 19, 10:00am   

Begin Moving Your Work to Wikipedia 25 Friday, March 26, 10:00am   

Continue Improving Your Article 20 Friday, April 2, 10:00am   

Polish Your Work 20 Friday, April 9, 10:00am   

Finalize Article 20 Friday, April 16, 10:00am   

 
ATTENDANCE 
There will be for forty-one class meetings this fall. We will not meet on the following days: 
 

Monday, Jan. 18 (MLK Day) 
Friday, Feb. 5 
Friday, April 2 (Good Friday) 
Friday, April 23 (Reading day). 

 
To receive full credit for attendance, you must attend thirty-seven class meetings. In other words, you 
may miss up to four class meetings without penalty and for whatever reason. If you need to miss class, please 
let me know ahead of time. To be counted as “present” you must log into the class meeting by 10:05am 
and stay for the entire class. If you arrive between 10:05am and 10:15am or leave early, you will be 
marked as “late” and receive 75% credit for that meeting. If you arrive after 10:15am, you will be 
marked absent and receive no credit. Attendance will be recorded in Canvas Roll Call.  
 
While attendance is expected as outlined above, it is important for all of us to be mindful of the health 
and safety of everyone in our community, especially given concerns about COVID-19. Please contact 
me if you are unable to attend class because you are ill, or unable to attend class due to a related issue 
regarding COVID-19. Once again, it is important that you communicate with me prior to being absent as 
to what may be preventing you from coming to class so I can decide about accommodating your 
request to be excused from class. 
 

https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18.pdf
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If you are experiencing cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fever, or any of the other 
possible symptoms of COVID-19 (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-
testing/symptoms.html) please seek medical attention from the Student Health and Wellness Center 
(940-565-2333 or askSHWC@unt.edu) or your health care provider. While attendance is an important 
part of succeeding in this class, your own health, and those of others in the community, is more 
important. 
 
WEEKLY QUIZZES 
There will be twelve online quizzes over the course of the semester. You must complete ten quizzes 
to be eligible for full credit. If you complete more than ten, your lowest quiz grades will not be 
calculated in your final grade. You will have between 11:00am on a Friday and 10:00am on the 
following Monday to complete a quiz. Once you start the quiz, you must complete the quiz within 
one hour. Quizzes are open book: you may consult your notes as well as print and online resources. 
You may not consult people, particularly other students in the class. 
 
LATE WORK 
Unless otherwise noted, assignments that you complete or submit late will be subject to a 10% 
deduction for every day late. Days late and points deducted will be rounded up to the next whole 
number. For instance, if you complete a fifteen-point assignment six hours (i.e. 0.25 days) late, it will 
be penalized two points (i.e. 10% of 15 = 1.5, which rounds up to two). If you are unable to complete 
or submit an assignment on time due to illness or another extenuating circumstance, contact me prior 
to the due date for an accommodation. 
 
CLASS TOPICS (SUBJECT TO REVISION) 
In general, Mondays and Wednesdays will be dedicated to our survey of chamber music, Fridays to 
your Wikipedia projects (see Grading Breakdown above). 
 

Week Survey (Radice, Chamber Music) Guests 

Week 1 (Jan. 10-16) Ch. 1. Nature of Early Chamber Music  

Week 2 (Jan. 17-23) Ch. 2. The Crystallization of Genres  

Week 3 (Jan. 24-30) Ch. 3. Classical Chamber Music with Wind Instruments 
Ch. 5. The Emergence of the Wind Quintet  

Windsync 

Week 4 (Jan. 31-Feb. 6) Ch. 2. The Crystallization of Genres (cont.) 
Ch. 4. The Chamber Music of Beethoven 

 

Week 5 (Feb. 7-13) Ch. 4. The Chamber Music of Beethoven  

Week 6 (Feb. 14-20) Ch. 6. Schubert and Musical Aesthetics of the Early Romantic Era  

Week 7 (Feb. 21-27) Ch. 7. Prince Louis Ferdinand and Louis Spohr 
Ch. 8. Champions of Tradition: Mendelssohn, Schuman, and Brahms 

 

Week 8 (Feb. 28-Mar. 6) Ch. 8. Champions of Tradition (cont.)  

Week 9 (Mar. 7-13) Ch. 9. Nationalism in French Chamber Music 
Ch. 10. National Schools from the Time of Smetana 

 

Week 10 (Mar. 14-20) Ch. 10. National Schools from the time of Smetana (cont.) 
Ch. 11. Nationalism and Tradition 

 

Week 11 (Mar. 21-27) Ch. 12. The Continuation of Tonality in the Twentieth Century  

Week 12 (Mar. 28-Apr. 3) Ch. 13. Strictly Confidential: The Chamber Music of Schostakovich  

Week 13 (Apr. 4-10) Ch. 14. Two Fugitives from the Soviet Bloc  

Week 14 (Apr. 11-17) Ch. 15. Benchmarks: Chamber Music Masterpieces since circa 1920  

Week 15 (Apr. 18-24) Ch. 15. Benchmarks (cont.)  

 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html&data=02%7C01%7CJill.Stover%40unt.edu%7C66aa439d337d4cb6f03208d7f1fd791f%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637243943267810370&sdata=rIzk2fbeg%2BOq%2Bh9Wk1cv5gYYBNQSC6zxdz22gmL297Q%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fsymptoms-testing%2Fsymptoms.html&data=02%7C01%7CJill.Stover%40unt.edu%7C66aa439d337d4cb6f03208d7f1fd791f%7C70de199207c6480fa318a1afcba03983%7C0%7C0%7C637243943267810370&sdata=rIzk2fbeg%2BOq%2Bh9Wk1cv5gYYBNQSC6zxdz22gmL297Q%3D&reserved=0
mailto:askSHWC@unt.edu
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Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment. Additionally, 
the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic Integrity), who may impose 
further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. 
use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the 
aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving 
problems, or carrying out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other 
academic material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a 
paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The term 
“plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct 
quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by 
another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic 
materials. https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR 
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum 
at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the 
instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether the student's conduct 
violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for student conduct apply to all 
instructional forums, including university and electronic classrooms, labs, discussion groups, field 
trips, etc. https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT 
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account. For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect. eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
ODA STATEMENT 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access 
(ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an 
accommodation letter. You can now request your Letters of Accommodation ONLINE 
and ODA will mail your Letters of Accommodation to your instructors. You may wish to begin a 
private discussion with your professors regarding your specific needs in a course. Note that students 
must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester. For additional information see the 
Office of Disability Access. 
disability.unt.edu; Phone: (940) 565-4323 
 
2020-2021 SEMESTER ACADEMIC SCHEDULE (WITH ADD/DROP DATES) 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide 
 
ACADEMIC CALENDAR AT A GLANCE, 2020-2021 
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2020-21/calendar 
 
FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE 
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/spring 

https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.AcadIntegrity.Final_.pdf
https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct
http://my.unt.edu/
http://eagleconnect.unt.edu/
http://disability.unt.edu/
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2020-21/calendar
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/spring
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FINANCIAL AID AND SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. 
Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a 
required number of credit hours based on total hours registered. Students cannot exceed attempted 
credit hours above 150% of their required degree plan. If a student does not maintain the required 
standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility. 
 
Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 3.0 
cumulative GPA in music courses. 
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to 
do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is 
recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or visit the 
Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course before doing so. 
http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS 
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of 
record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the 
duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work 
completed via the Canvas online system, including grading information and comments, is also stored 
in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view your individual record; 
however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the proper 
written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family 
Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those 
mandates. http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours 
per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and 
Design. Please visit the Center’s website for further information: 
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  
 
For more information on mental health issues, please visit: https://speakout.unt.edu. 
 
The counselor for music students is: 
Myriam Reynolds 
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 
(940) 565-2741 
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu 
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make 
you ineligible for financial aid. In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required 
to begin paying back your student loans. After the twelfth class day, students must first submit a 
completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office. The last day for a student to drop a class 

http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap
http://ferpa.unt.edu/
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services
https://speakout.unt.edu/
mailto:Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu
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in Spring, 2021 is April 2. Information about add/drop may be found at: 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide 
 
STUDENT RESOURCES 
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students. For a complete list, go to: 
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf 
 

https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/spring-registration-guide
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf

